PART IV. THE MATURE YEARS (1902-1958) 


The Hudson Family 

When IRA PIERCE ROGERS married Florence Hudson in Texarkana, 
Arkansas, he married into a pioneer Sevier County, Arkansas, 
family. This is probably the same family that lived near Para- 
clifta (Sevier County), Arkansas, in 1860 when the county ini- 
tiated efforts to establish a poor house. To accomplish this, 

one hundred ninety acres of land was bought from John 

Hudson for $1500, about five°4* miles from ,Paraclifta. 

The building was put up by John Hudson.... 

The father of Florence Hudson Rogers, "Colonel" James R. 
Hudson, was born in 1836. He came to Sevier County in 1856 

when he was twenty years old (and) was very active in 

mail service by 1874. That year he carried the mail 

twice a week from Paraclifta to Waldron in Scott County 

and twice a week from Ultima Thule to Cove in Polk 

County. When Lockesburg applied for a Pept office in 

March, 1870, he was the postmaster there. 4 

The mother of Florence Hudson Rogers was Mrs. Jeannette Cook 
Hudson (?-?). An older sister of Florence Hudson Rogers, who was 


born at Lockesburg, Sevier County, Arkansas, was Mary Emma Hud- 


son, born on December 19, 1863.°4° 


Florence Hudson was also born in Lockesburg, on April 29, 
1871. Other children of the family included daughters who became 
Mrs. Nannie Smith (?-?) and Mrs. Floyd Thompson (?-?) and a son, 


Logan Hudson (2-2) .246 
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The Hudson family was very active in Methodist Church af- 
fairs, as has already been seen in the involvement of Florence 
Hudson in matters related to the early organization of the 
DeQueen Methodist Church. While the family lived in Lockesburg, 
Arkansas, the Methodist Church there 

was organized in 1872 in the school house.... Most 

members came from Paraclifta. In 1874 the Hudsons gave 

four acres of land to...(the) trustees of the M.E. 

Church, South at Lockesburg. A small building, erected 

by the trustees and...(several families, including the) 

Hudsons...burned in 1880; but because of donations and 

volunteer labor another building and parsonage were 

ready by 1881.... 4 

Mary Emma Hudson was converted under the preaching of A.C. 
Biggs in the Lockesburg Methodist Church and she joined the 
church there in the summer of 1877. On July 3, 1885, she was 
married to W.A. Steele (?-April 27, 1923), of the Little Rock 
Conference of the Methodist Church, then Pastor of the College- 


ville Circuit. °48 


When the new town of DeQueen, Arkansas, applied for a post 
office in 1897, 

James R. Hudson became, gyneir postmaster. He held that 

commission until 1910. 

For a period of time around 1904, James R. Hudson employed 
his son-in-law IRA PIERCE ROGERS, as "delivery clerk" for the 
DeQueen, Arkansas, post office, according to post office letter- 
head of the time. In a letter written in 1904, Florence Hudson 
Rogers referred to her husband, IRA PIERCE ROGERS, as being busy 


with putting in new post office boxes with combination locks. °° 
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In DeQueen, Arkansas, the Hudson family lived in a house on 
Seventh Street where the Parks family later lived, next door to 
the north of the Abe Collins family home. The Hudson family had 
a turnip patch on the site of the house where the H.C. Huffman 


family later lived for a number of years.°°>1 


The Hudson family must have had relatives in Wilton (Little 
River County), Arkansas, for not only did Florence Hudson board 
the train there on the way to her wedding in Texarkana, Arkansas, 
but in a 1904 letter she (by then Mrs. IRA PIERCE ROGERS) men- 


tioned that she "recently came home from Wilton. "952 


In 1907, Mrs. James R. Hudson spent a period of time with her 
daughter, when the IRA PIERCE ROGERS family was living in Sul- 
phur, Indian Territory. In a 1907 letter to Wesley Rogers, IRA 
PIERCE ROGERS mentioned that "Mrs. Hudson is doing well" and 
"improving all the time." He also mentioned that Mr. Hudson 
"sent us a crate of peaches" and that "I think Florence will go 


home with Mrs. Hudson when she goes in a month or so. "053 


On that same day, Mrs. Florence Hudson Rogers also wrote to 
Wesley Rogers, stating that "I have Mama...here." She also added 
that "Mama seems to be improving.... I have to bring her home in 
September. "°54 Perhaps Mrs. Hudson, not being well, had gone to 
Sulphur, Indian Territory, to take the waters, as Sulphur was one 
of those locations considered in that time to have therapeutic 


waters for drinking and bathing. 


Mary Emma Hudson Steele had three children, Mamie Steele (?- 





1923), who married Fred Venable (?-?); Jeannette (?-?); and 
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Hudson (?-?). Mary Emma Hudson Steele died in DeWitt, Arkansas, 
on August 25, 1926. She was buried with her husband in DeQueen, 
Arkansas.°°° Mrs. Hudson Tucker Steele (1896-January 1, 1984) 
died in Little Rock and was buried in Waldo, Columbia County, 


Arkansas.--© 


Nannie Smith was a charter member of the DeQueen Methodist 
Church, as has been mentioned. She later lived in Orlando, 
Florida. The other sister, Mrs. Floyd Thompson, lived in Okla- 
homa. The brother, Logan R. Hudson, lived in Hot Springs, Arkan- 


sas. 777 


Logan R. Hudson entered Stilwell High School in DeQueen, 
Arkansas, in March, 1898.98 He may have worked at or attended 
the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri. In a 1904 letter 
to Wesley Rogers, who was working at the Fair at the time, Flor- 
ence Hudson Rogers asked, "Have you seen Logan yet?"c59 In a 
1907 letter, from Sulphur, Indian Territory, she mentioned "I 
enjoyed Logan’s visit. He was here twice. His last one was such 


a surprise to all of us. 260 


The dates of death and the burial places of the members of 
the Hudson family are not known. James R. Hudson died after 1904 
and his wife died after 1907. Mrs. Nannie Smith, Mrs. Floyd 


Thompson, and Logan R. Hudson were alive in 1951. 


The Early Years of the Second Marriage--DeQueen, Arkansas 





After the marriage of IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Florence Hudson in 


the fall of 1902, the family lived in DeQueen, Arkansas. The 
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family consisted of Anthony Jenkins (Jenks) Rogers, then age 18; 
James Wesley (Wes) Rogers, then age 16; Frank Rogers, then age 
14; and Ella Rogers, then age 12. According to IRA PIERCE 
ROGERS, from the last part of 1902 to 1906 he worked for the 


1 


Dierks Lumber and Coal Company. However, in a 1904 letter on 


U.S. Post Office letterhead, IRA PIERCE ROGERS was listed as 
"Delivery Clerk" for the DeQueen Post Office. °°2 In a 1904 
letter from Mrs. Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, there 
is a reference to what must be post office boxes when she says 
"Your papa...is very busy now putting the new boxes in and 
getting them straighten (sic) out, you know. Papa (James R. 


Hudson, the Postmaster) ordered a new lot of combination boxes 


and they got them in yesterday. ©? 


In the summer of 1904, the second son, Wesley, then age 18, 
went from DeQueen, Arkansas to St. Louis, Missouri, to work at 
the World’s Fair. In a letter of July 7, 1904, from Mrs. Flor- 
ence Hudson Rogers to J. Wesley Rogers (c/o Arkansas Building, 
St. Louis, Missouri), it appears that Wesley Rogers left for the 
Fair without saying goodby to his step-mother. She wrote: 

You can imagine my surprise when I came home Saturday 

and was told you were in St. Louis. Your Papa thought 

of course Laura or Emma had told me, but I was sick that 
morning and didn’t go down to see them as they passed 
through and consequently didn’t learn of your departure 
until I came home. 

Apparently several persons from Sevier County, Arkansas, were 
at the Fair at the same time, as the letter stated 

We were all so glad to hear you boys arrived "OK" and 


were having a good time.... Have you seen Logan (Logan 
Hudson, her brother?) yet? Glen(?) McKean(?) is going 
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up today. 


Various pieces of advice about being at the Fair were given 
to Wesley Rogers by his step-mother. She said 


I hope you will stay well and continue to enjoy your- 


self.... Have you had cream (ice cream?) yet? Lynn 
wrote how the bread was so "tough it hurt his teeth to 
chew it." How about your fare? Do they give you much 
to eat?.... I hope you will stay until you see every- 


thing and your trip will prove both enjoyable as well as 
beneficial. Write us often and let us know just how you 
are getting along. Beware of strangers and slow to make 
acquaintances for the temptations (sic) of city life is 
dangerous to boys. Keep your eyes open and don’t let 
bad boys lead you off. Come back home as pure and good 
as when you left us.... Let us hear from you often. 


Community news, especially of Fourth of July activities, 
took up a good deal of the letter, with these items: 


Well, the "Glorious Fourth" has passed. They all 
seem to have a good time here. I didn’t go down town 
all day.... The ball game was the most interesting fea- 
ture of the day. Our boys won it you know, but was 
(sic) defeated on yesterday. It stood 4 to 8 in favor 
of Clarksville. I heard the boys are going up to Fort 
Smith to play them tomorrow and Saturday. I fear they 
will be beaten. 


Earl Wmson had two fights the Fourth. One with Bob 
Steel, the other with Eldradth Smith of Lockesburg. 
Elmer’s girl was here and my! how he did fly around and 
made the (sic) money fly too. I expect buggy riding and 
the like. Well I...will get your Papa to send you the 
Bee. (the DeQueen weekly newspaper). I know you would 
like to get it. 


Several members of the family were mentioned in the letter 
in this way: 
Ella was down (town for the Fourth of July ob- 
servance). Ella went home with Mary Gilliam today and 


you don’t know how quiet everything seems. 


Frank looks quite lonesome now.... He has fixed up 
the lot and has brought Moshers’ horses up here. 


Your Papa will write you just as soon as he can. 
he is very busy now putting the new boxes in and getting 
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them straighten (Sic) out, you know.... I have been 
right at home since I came home from Wilton.... (I) 
Didn’t go to church Sunday. It was your Papa’s birthday 
and I said (sic) at home and got dinner. We had cream 
and cake.... Our phone line was broken down today and I 
feel like I was shut off from the world most. 


The lack of reference to Anthony Jenkins Rogers may indicate 


that the oldest son was not living at home at the time. 


Ten days later, on July 17, 1904, Mrs. Florence Hudson 
Rogers wrote again to Wesley Rogers at the same address. Again 
there were a number of references to matters related to the Fair. 


Your highly and much appreciated letter to hand 
yesterday and this Sunday afternoon will take pleasure 
in trying to answer.... Clay Zackery has been here sev- 
eral days. Left yesterday for the Fair. Mrs. Scroggins 
and family leave today and are going to take Lem with 
them. He told your Papa he was certainly going to hunt 
you up when he got there. No doubt he will feel lost 
when he’s turned loose in that city. 


Wes, you speak as though you hardly know when 
Sunday comes. I hope it is not so bad as that and it 
would hurt me to know you never attend church of some 
kind or ever read your Bible on Sunday. Don’t neglect 
your duty that way and spend all your time on Sunday in 
sightseeing, for there will come a time when it won’t 
profit you nothing. I’m so glad you have the opportuni- 
ty of seeing the wonders of the world and can more fully 
appreciate how wonderful the world is, and it should 
teach you to love the Creator more (emphasis in origi- 
nal) that you have seen so much of his creation. And 
please try and observe this day in doing your duty to 
Him, to your self, and to Christianity. I know you have 
a poor chance to keep the Sabbath as you would like to, 
but nevertheless, don’t neglect your duty. I don’t know 
whether you need this advise or not, for I think you 
(sic) a good boy and try to do what you think is right. 
I’m glad you are taking care of your money, for you may 
need it. But you know if you should need any, you know 
where to send for more. I hope you will keep well.... 
You see so much and have so much to write about. 














Local news took up part of the letter, with these items: 


Quite a few attend (Sunday School and church) these 
hot days. We had a good sermon from the text "We do not 
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know as yet what we shall be, but we know we shall be 
like Him when He appears." 








We had some of the Presbyterians with us, as they 
have no preacher now. Mr. Smith had Mr. Meyers to 
resign. I don’t know whether you heard it or not that 
he was an opium fiend, but I heard it quite a while ago 
but said nothing about it knowing that if it be true his 
members would find it out sooner or later and so they 
did. Poor unfortunate man, a complete wreck. I feel so 
sorry for his wife and children. 


Last night a man was killed here by the train. He 
lived up about Gillham and was here and had too much 
whiskey aboard so when the local passed through he 
attempted to jump on and was thrown off under the train 
some way and was killed. I haven’t heard the particu- 
lars and don’t know his name. That is the fruits of 
whiskey. Sooner or later it does its work. 





No, our melons are not ripe yet but (they) will be 
soon. I think we will have roasting ears out of our 
patch this week and my! how fine it will be. (I) Sup- 
pose you have corn often there. The peaches are fine 
now and grapes are ripe some. I have been canning 
berries and jam too. Have 1 doz. glasses of grape jelly 
made. (I) Will be real busy this week canning peaches, 
making pickles and the like.... We had a nice shower of 
rain this afternoon and it is quite cool and pleasant 
now. 





Mention of various members of the family was made in the 
following way. Concerning herself, Mrs. Florence Hudson Rogers 
said 


You know how lonesome it is for me.... I attended 
SS and church this morning.... I have an awful bad cold 
and (am) still sneezing. Taking on more a summer cold 
hurts one so much. 


Concerning the other children, Mrs. Florence Hudson Rogers 
said 


..e-Ella and Frank of course are always gone on 
Sunday afternoons.... Frank is crazy most to come up 
there and I’m anxious that he could come. I have gotten 
after him for not writing to you but believe he has 
written. Ella got home last Thursday and Frank looks 
more cheerful. 
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References to other family members and friends included: 


-+-your Papa has to be at the (Post?) Office (on 
Sunday afternoons). 


Well, Laura and Emma have returned and report a 
fine time. The girls were certainly glad to see them 
back home. Pearl is still on her visit having a gay 
time I know. 


Clay Zackery...dug our potatoes and onions for us 
last week. 


Your Papa had a letter from Ben Mellard (see pre- 
vious section on Ben Mellard) a few days ago and they 
will be here about the first of next month. He said 
your Uncle Will was not coming but he was. I expect 
Bro. and Sister Manville (the minister who married them) 
about that time, too. I don’t know what I’ll do if they 
all reach here at the same time. 


The little boys and girls, and the larger ones, 
too, went out to Chapel Hill Friday night to an ice 
cream social at Mr. Brooks’. Roswell, I think, took 
Emma. Say: you just ought to hear them complimenting 
your letters (the girls, I mean). They say you wright 
(sic) such fine letters. Say, Emma told me you boys had 
your pigtures made in your uniforms. If you did, send 
us one. 

The following letter was written to Wesley Rogers by his 
father, IRA PIERCE ROGERS, on July 17, 1904. It was written on 
letterhead of the United States Post Office, DeQueen, Arkansas. 
The letterhead included the names of J.R. Hudson, Postmaster; 
Mabel Brown, Chief Clerk; and IRA P. ROGERS, Delivery Clerk. 
Much of the content was a repetition of what Mrs. Florence Hudson 
Rogers had written on the same day. Concerning the World’s Fair, 
the letter stated: 

I hope you are having a good time and learning 
something of the world. I guess you can see almost any 
nation of people there, that there is in the world. 

Rufus Nelson is there in the Horticultural Bldg. I 


guess though you have seen him. Frank says he wants to 
go up there. What do you think about (sic). He thinks 
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he would like to go in Aug. Mr. Scroggin and his family 
left for the Fair this morning. Lem Anderson went with 
then. Lem said he was shore going to try to find 
you.... Have you visited the Livestock Department yet? 


Additional information about the train accident was given in 
this way: 


There was a man killed here last night by train. 
He was drunk and lived at Gilham (sic) and went out of 
Bradford’s Saloon and tried to get on a moving train and 
fell under it and it ran over him and cut one of his 
legs off. Cut the entire leg off and a part of his hip. 
He lived about 2 hours and died. His wife had died a 
short time ago. His name was Gorman. (He) Had lived at 
Gilham (sic) some time. 


Other items in the letter included these: 


This is Sunday eve. and I will try to write you a 
few lines as I don’t have time any other day. 


We have some nice mellons (sic)but (they) will not 
be ripe in two or three weeks.... Your Mama said she 
would write this eve. if she felt well enough. She has 
a real bad cold and is very hoorse (sic). 
Write soon and tell us of all the curiosities you 
can. As ever. Your Papa, IRA P. ROGERS 
A note to see the other side of the sheet was included and 
the message there was: 
qf you have time write your Uncle Stephen at Me- 
na. © 
On July 22, 1904(?), IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote to Wesley Rogers 
the following letter: 
I will drop you a few lines. I heard this morning 
that some of you boys lost your money but (I) didn’t 
hear who it was. I think it would be a good idea to 


keep it in the Bank if you have any. 


It is raining a great deal here. Melons are very 
good but none ripe yet. We are all well. 


No news of interest. I sent you the papers that 
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will give you the news. Your Papa. cia 


On December 26, 1906, the brother of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 


Richard Francis Rogers, died. 268 


In 1907, probably in the spring, the DeQueen Bee carried a 
picture of the four graduates of Stillwell High School in DeQueen 
that year. These included the daughter of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 
Ella Irene Rogers. The other three were Dora Stephenson, Lugilla 
Denson, and Alice Southworth. °©9 Ella Rogers attended a well- 
equipped, wooden structure, not replaced by a brick building 
until 1910.°79 She graduated on May 24, 1907. Her diploma was 
signed by Mina Garrard Miller, Pearl Williamson, and A.V. Hamil- 
ton, teachers; James L. Cannon, President of the Board; W.O. 
Taylor, Secretary of the Board; and A.V. Hamilton, Superintendent 


of Schools. 


Life in the Indian Territory 


=—_.  — =eseee= 





Also in the spring of 1907, IRA PIERCE ROGERS and his wife 
moved from DeQueen, Arkansas, to Sulphur, in the Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma) .?/1 In a letter to Wesley Rogers of July 14, 
1907, from Sulphur, IRA PIERCE ROGERS said "I have not had a line 
from Jenkins or Frank in about two months." This would indicate 
that the couple moved to the Indian Territory in mid-May or 
earlier. It could have been even earlier from the statement that 
they had heard from Frank Rogers “about two weeks before school 


was out." 
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Apparently Wesley Rogers had written to them shortly before 
this letter was written, as the letter back to him started with 


"Your letter was received Tuesday." 


Ella Rogers, having recently graduated from high school, was 
either teaching or planning to teach, as indicated by the state- 
ment that "I had a letter from Ella Thursday. I hope she will 


get along all right with her school." 


In the letter, both Wesley Rogers and Frank Rogers were 
encouraged to continue their education through these passages: 


I am so anxious for you to go to College. What 
does Frank intend to do about going? I think he ought 
to go. I think if you and him would go like you spoke 
of, it wouldn’t cost so much and you could both go much 
cheaper than you went last year. I don’t want you all 
to be discouraged. You should go to school. The neces- 
sity becomes greater all the time for Education. 


Various financial matters were mentioned in the letter, in 
these passages: 


I would like (it) so much if some of you boys could 
come out and see the country and stay with us a while, 
but knowing how money matters are I will not insist. 


I may rent a hundred acres and try it next year.... 
People are beginning to talk 20 cents to 25 cents corn 
this fall.... I will send Marcus’ (probably his nephew, 
Marcus Rogers) account. Some of you write me how much I 
owe him or tell him to write me and I will send it. 


A description of the country they were then living in was 
given in the following terms: 


Well, I will try and tell something about this 
country as I have seen a little more of on the 4th. 
Florence and I took a drive in the country about 10 or 
12 miles and saw the finest prospect for corn planted 
here this year. You can look for miles and see the 
finest corn and then possibly in another direction and 
see the oats harvested and shocked ready for the 
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thrasher and then in other places they would be on the 
meadows cutting hay to ship to Arkansaw (sic) for 
farmers to feed on. Also livery men and draymen. It is 
also a good fruit and berry country through here. Is 
very little of either planted yet and we saw men plowing 
their cotton with their riding cultivators. 


I don’t believe a man will get as tired riding a 
cultivator all day as we will walking behind a "rock 
jumper" any way. 

On my trip the 4th I saw lots of fine hogs. We 
would see anywhere from 1/2 doz. to 40 or 50 in a lot. 
Sizes anywhere from small pigs to hogs that would weigh 
300 or 400. Hogs are good price and great demand for 
them. 

The letter closed with these words: 

Hoping to hear from you all &9on, I am as ever, 
your devoted Father, IRA P. ROGERS. 7 
Both IRA PIERCE ROGERS and his wife wrote to Wesley Rogers 

from Sulphur, Indian Territory, on July 28, 1907. Apparently 
Sulphur was a favorite spot for people to come to take the water 


for their health. Florence Hudson Rogers described that matter 


in this way: 


So many people here now. Can look out and see 
buggies going to the bromide springs at all hours and 
various kinds of vehickles (sic). One day last week by 


8 o’clock one morning the man that kps (sic) water and 

tends to the sps (sic) said he dished out 11.8 gal. by 

that time. He allows 1 gal. to a family a day. That 

day by 9 o’clock 800 people had gotten water so he said. 

The mother of Florence Hudson Rogers was apparently staying 
with them, as Florence Hudson Rogers said in the letter that "I 
have Mama...here" and "Mama seems to be improving she says." IRA 
PIERCE ROGERS said in his letter that "I think Florence will go 


home with Mrs. Hudson when she goes in a month or so." Mr. 


Hudson was not there, as IRA PIERCE ROGERS said that "Mr. Hudson 
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sent us a crate of peaches a few days ago that went fine." 
Florence Hudson Rogers also said that "I have to bring (Mama) 
home in Sep- but I don’t know how it will be yet. I don’t like 


to go away and leave your Papa alone...." 


IRA PIERCE ROGERS years later said that while in Sulphur, 
Indian Territory he worked for a water works and a government 
reservation. This is supported by the statements in the 1907 
letters that "your Papa...will be at work unless the work shuts 
down.... He said when I got back I would find him out here on 
some farm. He is simply crazy to farm. I wish we owned a good 


farm here in this country somewhere." 


Apparently the family income was supplemented by taking in 
boarders, as Florence Hudson Rogers said that "I have...two other 
ladies here.... Oh! you should see the young lady I have here. 
She is so pretty but she has nervous trouble, almost St. Vitus 
dance, but is improving so fast since she came. Her mother is 


with her. They are from Muscoghee (sic)." 


References to other family members were made in the letters 
in this way: 


I hate to think of Frank not going to school, but 
if he learns the filers(?) trade he will have a paying 
trade. One that he can made good money at. Money 
enough to buy a good farm in Okla. if he will try. (IPR) 


I am a little disappointed in Frank not going to 
school but a good job is a good thing to have and that 
one is hard to beat. He has a very fair education but 
could get more and I know so many men in high standing 
making good money hasn’t as good an education as he has. 
(FHR) 


Ella writes she is going to La. tomorrow to try for 
a school. I hate for her to go down there as I think it 
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sickly and her health is not so good now anyway. She 
writes she has fallen off until she doesn’t look like 
herself. (FHR) 


I enjoyed Logan’s (undoubtedly Logan Hudson, the 
brother of Florence Hudson Rogers) visit. He was here 
twice. His last one was such a surprise to all of us. 

(FHR) 

Write when you can. Tell J (Anthony Jenkins 
Rogers) and F (Frank Rogers) to do the same. (IPR) 

The weather, crops, and every day matters took up a good part 


of the letters: 


It is late in the afternoon but I will try to drop 
you a few lines, as you are the only one of the boys 


that I ever hear from. I hear from Ella often. Twice 
last week. I have nothing special or or (sic) inter- 


esting to write but I will spoil a letter paper any way. 
After a fellow works all the week he hardly feels like 
writing Sundays. (IPR) 


Are beginning to need rain some but the prospects 
is pretty good today for a shower. I hope it will come. 
(IPR) 


No doubt you think it has been a long time since I 
have written you, and it has been, but I am chief cook 
and plenty to do. Have no time for rest much less 
letter writing.... At night my feet hurt so badly can 
hardly stand it and the weather is quite warm, but we 
get a cool breeze from the mountains most all the time 


and it is much pleasanter here than there. Today has 
been warmer than usual as it is a little Ccloudy--some 
appearance of rain. Everything seems to be needing 


rain. (FHR) 


Our corn patch is burning up and my melons are 
doing no good much but have a few for breakfast quite 
often. No watermelons as yet. (FHR) 


Well, I must quite for this time as I must go and 
fix supper. Had fried chicken for dinner and oh! my! 
how you would enjoy the milk ice cold. (FHR) 


Pet is the only cow. She furnishes us plenty of 
milk and butter. Have never any to buy. She has growed 
so much I think and is so fat. Well, I know you wanted 
to hear from her so I thought I would write you about 
her. (FHR) 


I will close and go milk Pet. (IPR) 
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Do you ever see or hear anything of the cow or 
yearling I they (sic) are on the range. Inquire about 
them. I guess Mr. Huckabee or the boys can tell you 
something of them. (IPR) 


In a final word to Wesley Rogers, Florence Hudson Rogers 
said, "Yes, I like to have forgotten to mention it about your 
girl’s picture. Be sure and send it so I can see what she looks 


like."°73 


On August 3, 1907, Ella Rogers sent a penny post card of the 
Sevier County, Arkansas, Court House in DeQueen to Mrs. IRA P. 
ROGERS, Box 445, Sulphur, Oklahoma, with the message, "Do you 


recognize this? Ella.">74 


On September 14, 1907, IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote to J. Wesley 
Rogers from Sulphur, Indian Territory. College-related matters 
took up most of the letter. 


Your letter was received yesterday. Glad to hear 
from you. I hope that you will make it through school 
all right. I feel sure you will make it cheaper on the 
plan you have taken than you did last year. 


Wesley, you said for me not to bother about you. I 
know you meant about school affairs. Of course I am 
very anxious about your success in your education and in 
life generally but I am not bothering or have any trou- 
ble about you. You have never caused me any trouble in 
your life by disobidince (sic) or misconduct. I guess I 
have written you the wrong kind of a letter as you (are) 
just beginning school but I don’t want you to let LG 
bother you. I have worked hard this year. Got very 
good wages and made very good money but cost so much to 
live in town that have not saved very much. 


The other children were mentioned in this way: 


I am so anxious for Ella to go (to college). I 
have just looked over the Bee and saw the names of the 
ones that have gone to school and knowing how anxious 
she is to go I can’t keep the tears back when I think of 
it. Yet I feel like I have tried to do the best I could 
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Then I think how Jenkins and Frank have spent their 
earnings. How little good it has done them or anyone 


elise. Yea, not only their earnings; especially Jenkins 
wrecked a once noble life, destroyed reputation and 
uture prospects for anything that is noble and 
good. The tears that I have shed over this no doubt if 
they were all together could be measured by the bushel. 
= am so worried over it sometimes that I could give 


mything on earth that I possess for the proper change 


hh 


to come into his life that would make him a higher 


mobler Christian character looking above the perishable 
bjects of this life. The Lord so loved the world that 
he died that the world might be saved. I believe I love 
my family well enough to say, Lord, If I can pay the 
debt by death and save the children I believe I can say, 


Lord, here am I, take me. 


What has been the real cause of this trouble? I 
will say whiskey--the greatest curse that ever came to 


he human family. I wish I had it in my power to stamp 
it out of existence. I expect to vote the biggest vote 
I ever voted in my life Tuesday. I expect to vote 


state-wide Prohibition. I never had the privilige (sic) 
before of voting any larger ticket than county-wide, but 
as Okla. is second state in size I expect to vote a 
Buster (emphasis in original). WE are very hopeful that 
we will be winner in this race but the, whiskey people 
are working hard to carry their point. 5 


The Return to DeQueen, Arkansas 

Despite the plans to stay in the Indian Territory and rent or 
buy a farm, IRA PIERCE ROGERS and his wife moved back to DeQueen, 
Arkansas, in January, 1908. He then worked for a short while in 


the transfer business.”/® 


In December, 1908, IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote to Wesley Rogers. 
Again, college-related matters took up part of the letter: 


No doubt that you have looked for letters from me 
often since you went back to school and I know that I 
ought to have written but just to be plain about it, I 
have not felt like writing and do not yet; but I will go 
against my feelings this evening and write some anyway, 
as I am at home alone and am impressed with the thought 
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that I should write you. But I had much rather talk to 
you this afternoon than to write. 


If you were not in school I would write you some 
things that I will not write you now. I want you to do 
all you can in school. I am so anxious for you to 
finish. I have always had hopes of you trying to have 
something and be somebody. We sent you a box last 
Thursday. I believe it was by Express. I guess you 
have gotten it before now. 


Financial matters were obviously part of what was troubling 
IRA PIERCE ROGERS, as indicated in the following passages: 

I have been trying so hard to sell out this fall 
and winter but it looks like I can’t. I (sic) so 
anxious to get on a farm. I am still trying to sell and 
expect to keep it up until I do. I thought I had a good 
chance in Okla. near Davis for a good farm, but I 
couldn’t sell and had to let it go. 

I will send you some letters that I got from him 
(who?) so you can read and know something about what can 
be done in that country. 

I have never offered my place for less than two 
thousand dollars but I am going to if I do not sell 
soon. I don’t believe I can stay here another year. 

After you read Mr. Kenedy’s (sic) letters, I would 
be glad if you would return them to me. If I can sell 
any time soon I am going out there. 

In the one bit of local news, it was stated that 
We went to church this morning to hear the new 
preacher (Bro. Harnson?). 
Although the letters ended in a customary way with "Hoping to 
hear from you soon, I am, Affectionately, Papa," the letter 
included the statement to "read the printed piece first and the 


letters as they come and you will understand them better."°77 


From 1909 to 1911, IRA PIERCE ROGERS worked for an oil pump- 


ing station in DeQueen, Arkansas. In 1909 he and his wife were 
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living in a house in DeQueen where the Pickens family later 
veg. >78 On August 18, 1909 he attended the wedding of his 


hew, Andrew Cleveland Rogers, in Sulphur, Oklahoma. >79 


On March 28, 1910, the oldest son, Anthony Jenkins Rogers, 


my 


ried Miss Ella May Storms of DeQueen. On January 11, 1911, 


the first grandson of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, Ira James "Buck" Rogers, 


born to this couple. >8° 


tf) 


Life During the Farm Years 











In 1911, IRA PIERCE ROGERS bought and moved to a farm several 
miles west of DeQueen, Arkansas, on the Johnson Bridge Road, 
where he and his wife lived until 1945.°81 aiso in 1911, James 
Wesley Rogers graduated from Henderson College (now Henderson 


State University) in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. °82 


Ella Rogers received a teaching license in 1912. This 
document reads, in part: 
Department of Public Instruction, State of Arkansas 


Teacher’s License, Grade No. 1 


This is to certify, That Ella Rogers...is hereby 
licensed to teach...in the Public (Elementary) Schools 
of the State within the limits of Sevier County, for the 
term of TWO years from the date hereof. 


...6th day of June 1912 


G.A. Sullards 
County Examiner 


Spelling 95 English Grammar 86 U.S. History 86 
Reading 90 Arithmetic 85 Arkansas History 86 
Penmanship 95 Geography 85 Physiology 87 1/2 
Theory and Practice 90 Elementary Agriculture 

Civil Government 90 and Horticulture 85°83 


Elementary Algebra 100 
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IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote to Wesley Rogers, then living in El 
Dorado, Arkansas, on October 31, 1915 from RR#3, Box 28, DeQueen, 
Arkansas. A variety of difficulties were reported, beginning in 
this way: 

Your letter was received yesterday and I will try to 
answer if I can. If you could only know my feelings 

this morning you would not wonder why I say that. My 


health is good but I can’t feel right. I can’t work to 
any advantage; I can’t sit still or stand still long at 


the time. And I can’t sleep more than half of the 
night. In fact, I feel better at hard work than any 
other time. I guess I am nervous. I never did think 


that I had a nervous disposition. I don’t know what is 
the matter if that is not it. 


There were concerns over financial matters and jobs, as 
indicated in the following passages: 


In regard to the Bee, I paid for that for nine 
months when it started. I guess they just wanted a 
renewal. I will (see) after that and pay for it. 


Dr. Gore will have to wait until a more convenient 
season. 


I had a talk with Otis (?) yesterday in regard to 
the Post Office. He said any thing that he could do to 
help you he would do it. 


Wingo (?) says that President Wilson says he will 
always take a college graduate to fill any office with 
in prefference (sic) to one that is not a graduate. The 
President, you know, is a college man and that being his 
views you would do well to get Mr. Hineman to write him 
in your interest. Mr. Hineman, being a college Presi- 
dent (of Henderson?) and the one under whom you 
graduated, I am quite sure it would have great weight 
with the appointing powers. Also get the chairman of 
your Democratic Comm. to write him and have him to make 
mention of the fact. 


Don’t leave anything undone that is honorable and 
right do do. I feel sure that it is needless to say 
don’t do or say any thing that is hurtful or injurious 
to the other fellow. If right does not win, let it go. 
Then is as large fish in the sea as have ever been 
caught and Ed Shipman and Mr. Goodwin were schoolmates 
and he wrote him a nice letter in your behalf. Not long 
since now. Be sure you don’t neglect what I suggest in 
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regard to Mr. Hineman. 
I think the great trouble is that Goodwin will have 


it all fixed before you do anything. Let me know how 
you are getting along. Hoping you lots of success. 


In addition to the financial and job concerns, there were 






several major family concerns. 


Jenks and Frank have got all crosswise. Frank 
wants to quit and wants his part and they can’t agree to 
anything. I don’t know what they will do. Frank agrees 
to give or take. Jenks says he can’t give and he won’t 
take, so that’s the way it goes. I have been trying all 
the week to get them to some understanding but I can’t. 
Frank said yesterday was his last day and said he was 
going to have the outfit put up and sold. Jenks says he 
can't. I guess they will do something this week. Hi 
think their trouble all came up about keeping up the 
Storms family (the inlaws of Anthony Jenkins Rogers). 
At last that is all I can hear. 


It was at this time that Ella Rogers’ illness (probably 
epilepsy) became a major problen. However, this was diagnosed at 
the time as a mental illness, as indicated in the following 
passages: 


In regard to Ella I expect your suggestion is the 
best thing we can do. I don’t know what else can be 
done. I will talk to Dr. Hammond and try to find out 
(sic) he thinks about it when I go to town. I think 
parties going there (the State Hospital?) has to be sent 
by the county and the papers properly prepaired (sic) or 
they will not take then. I was in town the other day 
and saw Mrs. Leslie. She had just been up to Little 
Rock to a Lodge meeting and when she was there she went 
all through it. That is, through the Ladies Dept. She 
says she never saw a prettier place and a better kept 
place. She said there were hundreds of them there that 
she couldn’t tell that there was anything the matter 
with them. She said they were sewing or crocheting or 
doing anything like that. I guess she would have to be 
sent from this county. If you know anything about it 
you can write me. 


Ella could have come down there earlier but I was 


waiting to hear from you. I know you sent the money to 
Frank for her to come but I thought you did it because 
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she kept on after you so much. I told Frank to write 

you about it and he said he did. But I think he did 

not. So when I got your letter I told her to get ready 

and go at once. 

A postscript to the letter noted that "Mr. Pearce lost his 
mind and had (to) go away for treatment. Has been gone about a 


month. ">84 


Apparently Wesley Rogers took his sister Ella Irene Rogers to 
Little Rock and entered her in the State Hospital. This appar- 
ently occurred in early November, 1915. On November 13, 1915, 
IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote from RR#3, Box 28, DeQueen, Arkansas, to 
Wesley Rogers in El Dorado, Arkansas. The content of the letter 
had to do entirely with the difficulties surrounding the place- 


ment of Ella Rogers in the State Hospital. 


Your letter came yesterday. I hasten to write so 
you will get it before you go to Little Rock. I feel 
like you misunderstood my letter at least in part. r 


did not intend to make you think that Frank or myself 
either felt hurt at you. However, it was a surprise to 
me for it to be so soon. I was so worried I hardly knew 
what I was writing. If Frank had anything harsh to say 
I didn’t hear it. He wants to go to see what kind of 
place she is in. I don’t think it is their intention to 
try to get her out now. Frank wants to talk with and to 
to (sic) see her when you go to see her. 


Since I started this letter I have got a letter 
from Ella. The first that I have had. I will send it 
to you. I showed your letter (to) Frank that you wrote 
me before you sent her off. He said he expected it was 
the best thing to do. I did not get to see Jenks to 
show it to him, so he was not prepared for what happened 


like F- and myself. I want you and: Frank to act as 
heretofore, as you see best and and (sic) I will be 
satisfied. 


I know it was hard on you to take her there, but as 
it had to be done I am glad I did not see it. I think 
you are better able to stand it that I am. I am anxious 
to hear from your primary. Write me B4 (sic) you go to 
Little Rock. Then when you get back write me all about 
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her and everything that you_think would interest me. I 


Among the possessions of IRA PIERCE ROGERS at the time of his 
3es+h were 24 hand-written ballots for an election. This elec- 


sion was probably held in 1915, and it was for the purpose of 


slecting "directors" with terms to expire in 1916, 1917, and 


18. Since the ballots also called for the voter to indicate 
whether he was "for the school law" or "against the school law," 
this was probably a school board election. Each voter wrote in 
the names of two persons for each of the years. IRA PIERCE 
ROGERS received only three votes for the term expiring in 1918 
tied for seventh place), but he received nine votes (the second 
highest number) for the term expiring in 1917. If, indeed, the 
two persons with the highest number of votes for each of the 
years were elected, then IRA PIERCE ROGERS probably served a two- 
year term as a "director" of a school district serving the Union 
community. The vote was 15-8 against the school law in this 
election. The other names appearing on the ballots were J.E. 
Wright, A.T. Scott, J.W. Huckabee, L.N. Mitchell, J.M. House, O. 


Klink, W.W. Dunning, M.C. House, A.T. Goat, G.W. Moss, H.F. 


Scott, and S.P. Mitchell. °86 


On September 9, 1916, the second son of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 
James Wesley Rogers, married Emmie Hays in El Dorado, Arkan- 
sas.°87 In the fall of 1916, the other son, Frank Rogers, was in 


the U.S. Army, stationed at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana. 288 


The second grandchild of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, Barbara Imogene 


Rogers, was born on March 29, 1917, to Anthony Jenkins and Ella 
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May Rogers in DeQueen, Arkansas. °89 


The November 8, 1918, issue of the DeQueen Bee included, 
under Bear Creek Township, "IRA P. ROGERS $50" among the Fourth 
Liberty Loan Bond Buyers. °29 The third grandchild of IRA PIERCE 
ROGERS, James Wesley Rogers, Jr., was born on August 29, 1919, to 


James Wesley and Emmie Hays Rogers in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.°?1 


Two additional grandchildren were born at about this time. 
One of these was Frank Rogers, Jr., born to Frank and Carrie 
Rogers. The other was Ethel Hays "Sal" Rogers, who was born on 
January 23, 1925, to James Wesley and Emmie Hays Rogers in 


Dallas, Texas. °?2 


On October 29, 1925, an older brother of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 


William Henry Rogers, died in Snyder, Arkansas. 293 


On November 19, 1927, IRA PIERCE ROGERS and his wife Florence 
participated in an easement. This document indicated that "IRA 
P. ROGERS is the owner of South Half of Southwest Quarter (S 1/2 
of SW 1/4 of SW 1/4) of Section 13, and Northeast Quarter of 
Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4 of NE 1/4) Section 23, Township 8 


South, Range 32 West...."°94 


In 1929, another older brother of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, Stephen 
Wesley Rogers, died. He was buried in the Sweet Home Cemetery in 


Sevier County, Arkansas.°?° 


On September 30, 1934, IRA PIERCE ROGERS wrote to his 


granddaughter, Barbara Rogers, at Rt. 3, Box 143, El Dorado, 
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ear daughter, 


I am very much pestered "as I heard an old lady say 
e," when I heard that you had lost your clothes, for 
joubted very much that they would let nudeist (sic) in 
= school. But when I read the card yesterday that 
written later, I felt relieved to some extent about 
2 I am so glad that you have the chance that (you) 
have of going to school. Like I told you before you 
left here, I want you to do your best. I can see a 
bright future for you, if you will only try. If a 
lesson is hard, don’t say "I caint," (sic) say I will. 
You know that you have heard that success is put up in 
cans. If you have not got a can, get one and always use 
"I" before it and you will succeed. I want you to go 
through that school with as bright a record and prospect 
for the future as any one in it. Don’t lag behind. I 
know Wesley and Emmie will gladly help you. I guess I 
have said enough. Write us sometime. With much love. 
Papaw. 
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On November 20, 1934, the first great-grandchild of IRA 
PIERCE ROGERS, Peggy Ann Rogers, was born to Ira James "Buck" and 


Frances Willard Johnston Rogers in Heavener, Oklahoma. °97 


Around February 1, 1935, Florence Hudson Rogers wrote to her 
step-granddaughter, Barbara Rogers, in El Dorado, Arkansas, as 
follows: 

Dear Barbara, 


Please give this to El--(?) as her(?) his(?) card 
got damp and blind so I can’t make out his St. No. Got 
your letter today. Enjoyed them so much. Will try and 
write you real soon. We have had cold weather but no 
snow. Yes, Peggy Ann is so sweet. Can coo and laugh at 
you and growing so fast. Hope all are well. Tell Aunt 
Em (we) enjoyed her letter so much. We’ll try to write 
her and Sally soon. Glad you get the Bee. Write us 
again. We are always so glad to hear from you all. 
Don’t get to see your folks very often. Buck and Will 
came out Sunday afternoon. You know we just sit here 
(with) no way to go. I can’t walk very far any more as 
my heart goes wrng (?). My side is giving me lots of 
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trouble. Something wrng (sic). Abcess or something 
wrng (sic) Afraid it’s on my liver. Dr. (Charles) 
Archer tells me it’s my gall bladder--a stone--but I 
feel like it (is) something more serious. Taking medi- 
cine for heart and twice (?) too. Must hurry. Love to 
all. Lovingly, Grandma. >? 


On October 26, 1936, the second great-grandchild: of IRA 


PIERCE ROGERS, Ronald Gene Rogers, was born to Ira James "Buck" 


and Frances Willard Johnston Rogers, in Broken Bow, Oklahoma. °?9 


IRA PIERCE ROGERS borrowed $25 from the First National Bank 


of DeQueen, Arkansas, on April 3, 1937. The money was borrowed 


for six months at 10 per cent interest. 690 


On February 28, 1939, the third great-grandchild of IRA 


PIERCE ROGERS, Jerry Hal Robbins, was born to Hal and Barbara 
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Rogers Robbins, in DeQueen, Arkansas. On January 29, 1941, 


the second son of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, James Wesley Rogers, died in 


El Dorado, Arkansas.©92 around 1942, the sister of IRA PIERCE 


ROGERS, Eliza Sophia Grantham, died. 693 


IRA PIERCE ROGERS prepared the following hand-written state- 
ment of October 23, 1943: 


Jenks and Wesley have been paying my federal land 
bank payments for several years and other very much 
needed help to such an extent that they are considerably 
ahead of Frank and I think it would be unfair to leave 
it unnoticed. So I will make a list of what I have done 
for them and what each one of them have done for me with 
whatever may be done after this added. 


If my wife should live longer than I do, I want her 
and my daughter (Ella) taken care of first and then 
divided as directed. 


Jenks has helped me to the amount of $235.00 

July 4, 1944 31.00 

Dec. 20, 1945 10.00 
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Jan. 2, 1946 12.00 
Nov. 20, 1946 20.00 
June, July, Dec. $7.50, $5.00, $10.00 1947 22.50 
1948 May $3.00, July $4.00, Aug. $5.00 12.00 
Wesley and his wife since he passed away $140.00 
Feb. 2, 1945 5.00 
July 3, 1945 5.00 
Feb. 1, 1946 2.00 
July 15, 1946 5.00 
July 1, 1947 $5.00 Aug 125 10.00 
1949 $2.25 

June $5.00 

Frank 


Before he was married, give me fifty dollars to pay 
Sam Sanders for farm work $50.00. When he went to the 
army he owed several accounts as follows: 


Feed bill 5137.00 

Huskins Drug Store 4.00 

Williamson D Store 4.50 

I paid on insurance policy 35.00 

2 trips to come home, 10 each 20.00 

When he married 50.00 

By one dollar Sept. 14, 1944 250.00 1.00 

June 8th, 1947 Cr._51.00 
$119.50 

1948 May $one July one 5.00 


IRA P. ROGERS®°4 


Twin great-grandsons were born to Hal and Barbara Rogers 
Robbins in DeQueen, Arkansas, on August 18, 1944. These were Don 
James and Jon Ira Robbins, the latter named in part for IRA 


PIERCE ROGERS. ©95 


In 1945, IRA PIERCE ROGERS and his wife moved to town from 
the farm out from DeQueen, Arkansas, where they had lived since 
1911.96 heir home in town was a white frame house just to the 


west of the Abe Collins home. The farm home that they gave up 
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was on an unpaved road and it had no electricity or indoor 
plumbing. IRA PIERCE ROGERS was 88 years old at the time that 
they moved into town, and he had remained an active farmer until 
that time. In fact, only a short while before moving in to town, 
IRA PIERCE ROGERS was injured while splitting wood when the ax 
blade separated from the handle and struck him in the forehead. 
He recovered fully from this mishap. Even after moving in to 
town, he continued to tend a sizable garden until his wife died. 

The move in to town eliminated a walk of several miles each way 
that IRA PIERCE ROGERS made at least once a week, usually on 
Saturday. Even after moving in to town, he was a frequent figure 
on the streets of downtown DeQueen on Saturdays, affectionately 


known to many as "Uncle Ira" Rogers. 


On December 20, 1946, his grandson, James Wesley Rogers, Jr., 
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married Ruth Denbo in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In 1947, his 


son, Anthony Jenkins Rogers, retired from his work with the 


Kansas City Southern Railroad. © 


Another great-grandson was born on March 6, 1950, to James 


Wesley and Ruth Denbo Rogers, Jr., in Waynesboro, Virginia. 


This was Bruce Wesley Rogers. °99 


On June 10, 1950, Florence Hudson Rogers wrote from DeQueen, 
Arkansas to Miss Jayne Rogers in Portland, Arkansas, as follows: 


Mr. Rogers [the name by which she always referred 
to IRA PIERCE ROGERS] is so near blind (I) have to do 
the writing. (I) hope you can read it. My eyes are not 
so good either. (I) should have attended to this before 
now, but I’m not at all well. It’s my stomach and Ella 
(Mrs. A. J. Rogers) is working now most every day. 
Jenks (A.J. Rogers) (is) not so well--so nervous. The 
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(Hal) Robbins’ were here for the weekend. Hal had to go 
to Fayetteville (Arkansas) for graduation. Barbara went 
with him. The boys (Jon and Don Robbins) stayed here. 
They are very well now but have had this virus flu, the 


boys I mean. We still miss Lou (Shipman). She was so 
sweet and good and we enjoyed her so much. She told me 
"Uncle Ira comes next to my Dad." We certainly loved 
her. Our S(unday) S(chool) class gave me a $10.00 


memorial in her honor. She was a member of this class 
and the money went into our building fund for a new 
church. She was loved by every one she came in touch 
with it seemed. 


Janie (sic), I’m afraid we can’t give you the 
information you want or at least not very much as we 
lost the record from the family Bible. I’m sure Lou 
(Shipman) or Mattie (Mitchell) has the family Bible. If 
Lou had it I’m sure Doc (Shipman) got it or maybe Ina 
May (Tyler). You know Uncle Henry (Rogers) died at Ina 
May’s. 


Mr. Rogers doesn’t know if he drew any pension. 
He joined the army in the spring of 1862 and served 
until the end. My father (James R. Hudson) fought in 
some war but (I) don’t know which war. 


The Rogers and Granthams came from Ala(bama). The 
Rogers came in Dec(ember) 1861. The Granthams were 
already here. The Rogers came by boat and settled in 
Ashley Co(unty) near Snyder. Henry Rogers was born in 
(sic) Jan(uary) 3rd, 1839. Lizzey was born Dec(ember) 
26th, 1841 and James in 1845. (He) died (in) 1862. 
Richard was born in 1847; Eliza in 1850; (and) Stephen 
in 1852. He died here but Mr. R(ogers) has forgotten 
what year it was. (I) think Aunt Laura (Rogers) told me 
he had been dead about 20 years. And Mr. R(ogers) was 
born in (sic) July 3rd, 1857. He’s sorry he can’t give 
you the record of Henry’s family as he has forgotten the 
dates. It’s wonderful tho at his age (then 93) to 
remember as much as he does. He’s getting more feeble 
all the time but he works his garden. I don’t see how 
he does it. His garden looks fine, but (there has been) 
too much rain. 


Well, I hope you can get some information from this 
letter, but I’m so nervous. I know you miss Page 
(Rogers) and (his) wife. She is such a dear person. We 
fell in love with her. Tell your father (William Walter 
Rogers) to come see us for we love to have him any time. 
Write us when you have time. Love to all. Aunt Flo- 
rence. 


So sorry to hear of Rillie’s condition. Hope we 
(?) this he’s much better. © 
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In 1951, IRA PIERCE ROGERS participated in the groundbreaking 
ceremonies for a new building for the First Methodist Church in 
DeQueen, Arkansas. According to the caption to a photograph that 
appeared in the DeQueen Bee, 


In a ceremony at 3 p.m. Sunday officials and mem- 
bers of the First Methodist Church in DeQueen formally 
broke the ground for their new $50,000 church edifice 
which will stand on the same site of the present frame 
structure. In the picture, I.P. Rogers, more than 80 
(sic) years old and the oldest living charter member of 
the church, is shown taking his turn at the shovel. 
Others in the group, left to right, Rev. John Tucker, 
pastor; Walter Leeper, building finance chairman; J. Ed. 
Baugh, chairman of the building committee and at right, 
Rev. E.D. Galloway, district superintendent of Hope, and 
former pastor of the church, who moved the first shovel- 
ful of earth. ® 


In that same year, the second wife of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 
Florence Hudson Rogers, died on August 31 in DeQueen, Arkansas. 


According to her obituary, 


Mrs. Florence Hudson Rogers, 80, wife of IRA P. 
ROGERS, died at her home Friday, August 31, 1951, at 
8:15 a.m. following a long illness. 


Funeral services will be held Saturday, September 
1, 4 p.m. at Wilkerson Funeral Chapel with the Rev. Joy 
Calcott, pastor of the Lockesburg Methodist Church offi- 
ciating. Interment will be in Redman Cemetery. 


A native of Lockesburg, she was born April 29, 
1871, and came to DeQueen in 1898. She was a member of 
a pioneer family of Sevier County and was a charter 
member of the local Methodist church and Womans Society 
of Christian Service. 


She is survived by her husband, two sisters, Mrs. 
Nannie L. Smith, Orlando, Fla, and Mrs. Floyd Thompson 
of Broken Bow, Okla.; one brother, Logan R. Hudson of 
Hot Springs; two stepsons, A.J. Rogers of DeQueen and 
Frank Rogers of Texarkana; one stepdaughter, Miss E113 
Rogers of Benton, and a number of nieces and nephews. 
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The Final Years 








After the death of his wife, IRA PIERCE ROGERS moved in with 
his son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Jenkins Rogers, 
in their home on north Fourth Street in DeQueen. He lived there 
the remainder of his life. During these last years, his sight 
and hearing declined but he remained in good health for his age 
and he was mentally alert. For a while, he assisted in tending a 
garden at this house. Although he was unable to attend church 
services, a regular Sunday morning activity was to listen to the 
radio to the services of the Highland Park Methodist Church in 


Dallas, Texas, Rev. Marshall Steel, pastor. 


On February 22, 1952, another great-grandson, Wade Thomas 


Rogers, was born to James Wesley and Ruth Denbo Rogers in Staun- 
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ton, Virginia. On February 2, 1955, his first great-great- 


grandchild was born to Jim and Peggy Ann Rogers Coffman in 
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California. Gail Rogers, a great-granddaughter, was born to 
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James Wesley and Ruth Denbo Rogers on September 5, 1956.15 


In early July, 1957, members of the family and friends 
gathered to celebrate the 100th birthday of IRA PIERCE ROGERS in 
his home. In a statement made at that time, the wife of one of 
his sons, Mrs. J. Wesley Rogers, said 


Along with fifty years of service to your church 
you’ve given fifty years, and more, of service to your 
family. For that reason, and for many others, we honor 
and revere you today. Your influence and your faith 
have been the most stabilizing elements in the building 
of our homes. We’ve looked to you for inspiration and 
we’ve never been disappointed. Surely you meet the 
requirements of the prophet of old when he said, "What 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" 


230 





At the same event, a granddaughter, Barbara Rogers (Mrs. Hal) 
Robbins, 


May the white lilies that are given to you today 
serve aS an emblem of purity and love which you are 
handing down to us, your descendants. A full, wonderful, 
abundant life is a treasure indeed to have from you to 
us. In yeturn I offer love unsurpassable to my 
Grandpa. ©1 


IRA PIERCE ROGERS became ill during the spring of 1958 and 
after some days in a hospital in DeQueen, Arkansas, he died on 
Sunday, March 30, 1958. His obituary appeared in the following 
way: 


IRA PIERCE ROGERS, known to several generations of 
Sevier County residents as "Uncle Ira," died in a local 
hospital Sunday, March 30, at 4 p.m. He was 100 years 
old, the oldest resident of the county. 


He entered the hospital about two weeks ago, at 
which time there was little hope held for his recovery 
because of his advanced age. 


Funeral services were held Tuesday at 2 p.m. at 
Wilkerson Funeral Chapel with Rev. Fred. L. Arnold offi- 
ciating. Interment was in Chapel Hill cemetery. 


Born in Butler County, Alabama, July 3, 1857, he 
was the son of Frank and Nancy Rogers. 


He came to Sevier County in 1866 (sic) after having 
lived for some time in Texas (sic). 


He lived for several years in the vicinity of 
Ultima Thule and Chapel Hill, where he farmed and op- 
erated cotton gins. 






When DeQueen was opened to development in April 26, 
1897, he moved to DeQueen and worked several years as a 
carpenter. He was a charter member of the DeQueen 
Methodist Church, and of course was the oldest one. 


As he advanced in years Uncle Ira became recognized 
as an outstanding authority on local and county history, 
and his counsel was widely sought. 







During his last years while he occupied a home with 
his son and daughter-in-law Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Rogers on 
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Sixth (sic) Street, he frequently was sought out for 
specific dates or happenings in earlier county hap- 
penings. 


His amazing memory never deserted him, but his 
hearing and sight had failed rapidly during the past 
year, making it more difficult to converse with him. 


Even as he approached 100 years, he was still a 
familiar sight on DeQueen streets, and more than once in 
his "late nineties" he would walk to town for a shave or 
haircut. 


He celebrated his 100th birthday last July when 
members of his family representing five generations, 
helped him eat a birthday cake and recall earlier hap- 
penings. 


He confided to friends then, that he "had his 
ticket any time he had to go." 


Survivors, in addition to A. J., are a son, Frank 
Rogers, Texarkana; one daughter, Miss Ella Irene Rogers, 
Hope; five grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great-grandchild. ® 


Pallbearers were Alfred Dollarhide, J.G. Moore, 


David McAnally, L.H. Scott, H.C. Huffman, and L.T. 
Galloway. 
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APPENDIX 


Memorabilia 


The following items, once having belonged to IRA PIERCE 
ROGERS, are in the possession of the persons indicated. 


Barbara Rogers Robbins 


ale A blue pitcher with cows on it, which, according to 
Barbara Rogers Robbins, sat on the "table filled with fresh 
churned buttermilk at many meals at their house when I was a 
child.* 


ais A shaving mug. 


3. A small cup that was "Little Anna’s cup." Anna Rogers, 
the first child of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, died at an early age in 
Texas. 


4. A match holder with a black male figure. The match 
holder always sat on the fireplace mantle. It was known as "Old 
Dan," so-called by I.J. "Buck" Rogers as a child after a black 
worker for A.J. Rogers who was kind to "Buck" Rogers. 


5. A striking clock, given to IRA PIERCE ROGERS at the time 
of his second marriage, later given to Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Rogers. 


6. A snippet of hair of Henrietta Alice Mellard Rogers, 
along with a note dated 1897 and stating "my mother’s hair--Ella 
Rogers, Hatton, Arkansas." 


7. Baptism certificates for Powell Wilson Rogers and Justin 
Pierce Rogers. 


8. Cover page of book with inscription "Presented to Henri- 
etta Alice Rogers from IRA PIERCE ROGERS, January 7th, 1882." 


9. The IRA PIERCE ROGERS family Bible. 





10. Other items mentioned in the notes. 
Ethel Hays "Sal" Rogers Laidlaw 
den A shaving mug given to IRA PIERCE ROGERS by Henrietta 


Alice Mellard Rogers. 


Ronald Gene Rogers 





1. A wooden case striking clock. 
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Jerry Robbins 


1. Methodist hymnals 


Photographs 


Barbara Rogers Robbins 


Ls Picture of young girl in hat, marked "Alice." 

a. Picture of baby on stool, said to be Anna Rogers. 

3s Picture of Ella Irene Rogers in oval cutout frame. 

4. Picture of Ella Irene Rogers (white blouse, big bow at 


neck). 
5. Picture of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, marked, "as ever, Ira." 


6. Picture of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, in bow tie, with slight 
mustache. 


7. Family picture made c1940-41 at DeQueen: Mr. and Mrs. IRA 
P. ROGERS; Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rogers and Frank, Jr.; Mrs. Wes 
Rogers, Sal and Jim; Mr. and Mrs. Hal Robbins and Jerry. 

8. IRA P. ROGERS with Lila Mae Tyler and Fary Rae; Mattie 
Mitchell; Lou Shipman; Frances Tyler; Marcus Rogers; Ina Tyler; 
Winifred Anne Rogers Gjedde; Herman Keuteman, Jr. 

9. Four generations of Rogers men--IRA P. ROGERS, A.J. 
Rogers, I.J. "Buck" Rogers; Ron Rogers; and Jerry, Jon, and Don 
Robbins; made in late 1940’s. 

10. IRA P. ROGERS and sons, c1940. 

11. Mr. and Mrs. IRA P. ROGERS, c1950. 

12. Various pictures of IRA P. ROGERS at age 100 at birthday 
celebration. 


Jerry Robbins 


1. Oval portrait of IRA P. ROGERS, c1917. 
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NOTES 


PART I. EARLY LIFE (1857-1878) 


1From photocopy of birth and marriage pages of the Francis 
Rogers family Bible. Original in possession of a great-grand- 
daughter of Francis Rogers, Barbara Rogers (Mrs. Hal) Robbins, 
3806 Pope Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116. 


2Marilyn Davis Hahn, Butler County in the Nineteenth Century 
(Birmingham, Alabama: Author, 1978), p. 166. 


33ohn Buckner Little, The History of Butler County, Alabama, 
from 1815 to 1885 (Cincinnati: Elm Street Printing Company, 
1885), p. 236. 





4see the author’s biography of Francis Rogers for additional 
information. 


5From a historical marker at the Oakey Streak Methodist 
Church, near the intersection of county roads 53 and 59, Butler 
County, Alabama. 


Stbid. 


7Statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


8From a historical marker at the Oakey Streak Methodist 
Church. See Note 5. 


2%see the author’s biography of Francis Rogers for additional 
information. 


10Francis Rogers Bible entry. 


11lsee the author’s biography of Francis Rogers for additional 
information. 


12Prancis Rogers Bible entry. 
13tpid. 


147t is well established in family tradition that Ann Eliza- 
beth "Lizzie" Rogers married Thomas B. Warren (or Waren). Since 
she does not appear with the remainder of the family in the 1860 
Census of Butler County, Alabama, it is likely that she was 
married prior to the time of the Census. She was born in 1841, 


which would have made her 19 years old in 1860. Other sources, 
though, say that she was married after the family moved to Ashley 
County, Arkansas, in 186l. If this is the case, the marriage 


must not have been in Ashley County, as there is no Ashley County 
record of such a marriage. 
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The 1860 Census of Butler County, Alabama, gives, living at 
the South Butler Post Office, a "J.B." Warren (possibly Thomas B. 
Warren, given the handwriting and transcription errors for the 


"F" Rogers family). This person was a 34-year-old school 
teacher, born in Alabama, who was married to a 20-year-old 
"M.A.E." (Ann Elizabeth?) Warren, born in Alabama. The only 


other inhabitant of the household, indicating that there were no 
children of this couple, was a W.E. Warren, an 18-year-old male 
born in Alabama. 


15ponald B. Dodd, Historical Atlas of Alabama (University, 
Alabama: University of Alabama Press, c1974). 


16statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in a personal interview 
with the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


17Nettie Rogers Williams, A Record of Grantham and Rogers 
Families (n.p., n.d.), p. 23. Prepared by Mrs. Williams c1980 
and furnished to the author. 


18rrom notes used by Barbara Rogers Robbins during the cele- 
bration of the 100th birthday of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, July, 1957. 
Now in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


19Williams, Op. cit., Be. Gx 


20see the author’s biography of William Henry Rogers for 
additional information. 


2lceravestone information collected by Miss Jayne Rogers of 
Portland, Arkansas, in the late 1970’s and furnished by her at 
that time to the author. 


22S¢e the author’s biography of James Thompson Rogers for 
additional information. 


23 Goodspeed Publishing Company, Biographical and Historical 
Memoirs of Southern Arkansas (Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing 
Co., 1980), p. 882. 


24see the author’s biography of William Henry Rogers for 
additional information. 


25statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, Dequeen, Arkansas, c1951. 


26Frurnished by Miss Ann Mellard of Jonesboro, Arkansas, to 
the author, November, 1981. Similar material hereafter cited as 
"Ann Mellard material (date)." This item based on the 1870 
Census for Ashley County, Arkansas, page 122, dwelling #4. 

27 Goodspeed Publishing Company, op. cit., pp. 879-881. 


28rbid., p. 884. 
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29tphid., p. 879. 
30Ppurnished by Jayne Rogers to the author, December, 1981. 


3lsee the author’s biography of Stephen Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


32 photocopy furnished by Jayne Rogers to the author, 1981. 


33From the center pages of the IRA PIERCE ROGERS family 
Bible, now in the possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 
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PART II. THE MELLARD FAMILY 


-*Ann Mellard material, November, 1981. Each of the children 
Seaborn James Mellard was given a copy of the Bible with the 
family record in it when he or she was age 16. The copy that 

longed to Henrietta Alice Mellard Rogers was furnished by 
bara Rogers Robbins to Ann Mellard. The copy that belonged to 
1 Mellard is in the possession of Martha Mellard Jones. 


mh 


mint 
wD 
yy 
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35rrom notes made by James Wesley Rogers, undated, now in the 
ossession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. Hereafter cited as "Wes 
ogers notes." These notes may have come from information 
athered by Rev. Jesse J. Mellard, according to Ann Mellard. 


WW M's 


sori d. 

37Given as 1855 in the 1900 Census. 

38ann Mellard material, November, 1981; December, 1981. 
39Wes Rogers notes. 


40Furnished by Ann Mellard to the author, March, 1983, as 
compiled by Elzie A. Greene on January 5, 1983. 


4lann Mellard material, October 7, 1983. 

42Given as May, 1886, in the 1900 Census. 

43ann Mellard material, November, 1981; December, 1981; Feb- 
ruary, 1982. Part of the information on the children of William 
Elisha Mellard was compiled by Emma Lou Mellard (Mrs. Jack) Shaw 
and furnished to Ann Mellard. 

44ann Mellard material, November, 1981; December, 1981. 

45Wes Rogers notes. 

46ann Mellard material, November, 1981; December, 1981. 

47Wes Rogers notes. 

48ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. Part 
of the Henry Augustus Mellard family information was obtained 
from the following sources by Ann Mellard: the Seaborn James 


Mellard family Bible, notes of Claude Mellard, notes of Lucille 
Lawrence, and correspondence with Melton E. Mellard. 





49ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. Much 
of this information was compiled by C.A. Mellard, c1965, and 
furnished to Ann Mellard. 


50ann Mellard materials, December, 1981. 
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Slmpid. 

52Wes Rogers notes. 

53ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. Much 
of this information was copied by Vera Mellard Norton from the 


B.W. Mellard Bible, before it burned, and furnished to Ann 
Mellard. 


54Purnished by Ann Mellard to the author, March, 1983, as 
compiled by Elzie A. Greene on January 5, 1983. 


55ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. 


S6thid. 


57Prom an inscription on a photograph of Ira Mellard in the 
possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


58ann Mellard material, February, 1982. Compiled by J.wW. 
Mellard and furnished to Ann Mellard. 


59ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. Much 
of this information copied by Vera Mellard Norton from the B.W. 
Mellard Bible, before it burned, and furnished to Ann Mellard. 





60ann Mellard material, December, 1981, and material fur- 
nished by Ann Mellard to Barbara Rogers Robbins, December, 1981. 


Slwes Rogers notes. 
62Tbid. 


63walter N. Vernon, Methodism in Arkansas--1816-1976 (Joint 
Committee for the History of Arkansas Methodisn. Little Rock: 
The Committee, 1976), p. 351. This book includes the following 
statement: 


"The issue of clergy rights for women was strongly 
debated in 1897 in the Methodist. The Rev. Jesse J. 
Mellard, a young pastor at Hatton in his first year in 
the conference, led off with a letter declaring that no 
valid reason forbade women to preach: ‘What authority 
have we for setting her aside?... Are we to limit her 
great work? If so, where shall the line be drawn?... 
And if God says for her to preach, and gives evidence of 
the fact, how can we doubt it?’" 


It is interesting to speculate whether Rev. J.J. Mellard had 
his sister in mind in making these statements. On p. 468 of the 
book, it is indicated that Rev. J.J. Mellard "located" in 1929. 


64ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 
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rmished by Ann Mellard to Barbara Rogers Robbins, Decem- 


umm Mellard material, February 9, 1983. 
7Letter from J.J. Mellard to Miss Mary E. Smith, March 3, 
1928 Photocopy furnished to the author by Ann Mellard, February 
9, 1983. 

68ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

69Furnished by Ann Mellard to Barbara Rogers Robbins, Decem- 
ber, 1981, based on information in the obituary of Etta L. 
Mellard. 

70Ppurnished by Ann Mellard to Barbara Rogers Robbins, Decem- 
ber, 1981. Much of this was compiled by Beulah Mae Coleman, who 
furnished the information to Mary Ann Spiers, who furnished it to 
Ann Mellard. 

7lann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

72Wes Rogers notes. 

73 ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

74Tpid. 

75 tpid. Letter now in possession of the author. 


76wWes Rogers notes and date from gravestone collected by 
Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


77ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

78Wes Rogers notes. 

79ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

80thid., December, 1981; February, 1982. Much of this ma- 
terial was compiled by Lucille Lawrence and furnished to Ann 
Mellard. 

8lann Mellard material, October 16, 1969. 

82thid., December, 1981. 

83rurnished by Franklin S. Moseley to Mrs. Hervie Mellard in 
1953; then to Ann Mellard and then to the author in November, 


1981. Hereafter cited as "Moseley-Mellard material." 


84 photocopy furnished to the author by Ann Mellard, February, 
1982. Marriage Licenses, Sumter County, Alabama, Vol. 2, Pp. 266. 


240 





85 prom photocopy of Family Record pages of Seaborn James 
Mellard family Bible, furnished by Ann Mellard. Photocopy in 
possession of the author. 


86ann Mellard material, February, 1982. 

87tpid., December, 1981. 

88rurnished by Franklin S. Moseley, Historian of the Alabama 
Conference of the Methodist Church, to the author, January 5, 
1973. Hereafter cited as "Moseley, (date)." Also from Ann 
Mellard material, December, 1981. 

89ann Mellard material, December, 1981; February, 1982. 

290tpid., December, 1981. 

91ltpid., June 5, 1969. 


92 Dhotocopy furnished to the author by Ann Mellard, February, 
1982. 


93ann Mellard material, June 5, 1969. 

947 pid. 

25Tpid., December, 1981. 

96Brent H. Holcomb, Marriage and Death Notices from the 
Southern Christian Advocate, Vol. I, 1837-1860. (Easley, South 
Carolina: Southern Historical Press, n.d.), p. 92-a, citing the 
issue of October 18, 1844. Photocopy furnished to the author by 
Ann Mellard, February, 1982. 

27ann Mellard material, December, 1981. 

98Bell Merrill Draper, "Charles Polk, Revolutionary Soldier," 
Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, Vol. 47, July- 
December, 1915, pp. 77. Photocopy furnished to the author by Ann 
Mellard, February, 1982. 


99Mary Pearl Brown Price, The Annals of Our Kin. (Atlanta: 


The Author, 1940), pp. 49-60. Photocopy furnished to the author 
by Ann Mellard, February, 1982. 


100tpHid. 


10lcharles Grier Sellers, Jr., James K. Polk Jacksonian. 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1957), p. 10, footnote. 


102pbrice, loc, cit. 
103tphid. 


104sellers, led. Git: 
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1°SDrice, loc. cit. 
1°06sellers, loc. cit. 
107 brice, loc. cit. 


108tim Taylor, The Book of Presidents (New York: Arno Press, 
1972), pp. 131-139. 





109brice, loc. cit. 
110sellers, op. cit., pp. 8-9. 
lllprice, loc. cit. 

112thid. 

113 pid. 

Llfry td. 

115 tpid. 

116tpid. 

117Moseley-Mellard material. 
118ann Mellard material, November, 1981. 
Ler b id. 


1207pid. For additional information on this cemetery, see 
the section on Elizabeth Jane Mims Mellard. 


121tpia. 

122Wes Rogers notes. 

123ann Mellard material, November, 1981. 

124Wes Rogers notes. 

125retter from J.J. Mellard to Miss Mary E. Smith, March 3, 
1928. Photocopy furnished to the author by Ann Mellard, February 
9, 1983. 

126Moseley, January 5, 1973. 

127Fredna Earle Erickson material, October, 1985. 

128Moseley, January 5, 1973. 


129 Wes Rogers notes. 


130Moseley, January 5, 1973. 


242 





131lcopiea from the Elisha Asbury Mellard family Bible owned 
by Susie Chambers. Her niece, Fredna Earle Simmons Erickson, 
copied the Bible entries and furnished them to Ann Mellard, who 
in turn furnished them to the author in November, 1981. Here- 
after cited as the "E.A. Mellard Bible." 


132Wes Rogers notes. 
133predna Earle Erickson material, October, 1985. 


1346 .A. Mellard Bible entry. Fredna Earle Erickson material, 
October, 1985. 





135Moseley, January 5, 1973. 
136Wes Rogers notes. 


137Moseley, January 5, 1973; and E.A. Mellard Bible entry. 





138ann Mellard material, October 16, 1969. 


1396.N. Hobgood and A. J. Clayton, compilers, Cemetery 
Records of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Vol. I, n.p., n.d. 


140the sister of J.N. Cobb was Emma Evalina Cobb (1879-1948), 
who married Mims Frederick Simmons. They were the parents of 
Fredna E. Simmons Erickson. See footnote 131. 


141p.A. Mellard Bible entry; Ann Mellard material, February, 
1982; Fredna Earle Erickson material, October, 1985. 


142yoseley, January 5, 1973; and E.A. Mellard Bible entry. 

143 according to Ann Mellard, Elisha Asbury Mellard is said to 
have been a "Superintendent of Instruction" (probably at the 
county level). 

144ann Mellard material, June 5, 1976. 

145tphid., November, 1981. 

146thid., February 9, 1983. 

147Moseley, January 5, 1973. 


148F.A. Mellard Bible entry; portions of this section from 
Fredna Earle Erickson material, October, 1985. 





149voseley-Mellard material; Moseley, January 5, 1973. 


150ann Mellard material, November, 1981; and Moseley-Mellard 
material. The burial ground at the "Turk Place," sometimes 
identified as the Mellard Cemetery, is "south of the Sucarnoochee 
River on the Horn Bridge Road and just a few steps east of Mr. 
Carl Turk’s barn. This place was known as the Ladocia or Theo- 
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dosia Moore place in the early settling of the county. Theodosia 


Moore was the widow of Robert Moore; she later married Mr. Alli- 
son." Buried there are Elisha Asbury Mellard, Frances Cc. Willis, 


ad Elizabeth J. Mellard. From Nelle Morris Jenkins, Pioneer 
amilies of Sumter County, Alabama (Tuscaloosa: Willo Publishing 
Oo., 1961), p. 173. Photocopy furnished by Ann Mellard to the 
15lann Mellard material, November, 1981. 
152Moseley-Mellard material. See section on Elizabeth Jane 
Mims Mellard for additional information about the Turk Place 


Cemetery. 


153tpid.; Glover Moore, William Jemison Mims, Solider and 
Squire (Birmingham, Alabama: privately printed, 1966). p. 85. 


154mMoore, op. Git., Pp. 85. 

155ann Mellard material, May, 1983. Prompted by a reference 
to a "J. Manning Potts" who is the owner of a copy of Bishop 
Francis Asbury, A Form of Discipline, 1790. 


156shadrach Mims, "History of Autauga County," Alabama His- 
torical Quarterly, Vol. 8, #3, Fall, 1946. 


157ann Mellard material, May, 1983. 
Le ri5id. 


159 ann Mellard material, March; 1983. Fredna Earle Erickson 
material, October, 1985. 


160Fredna Earle Erickson material, October, 1985. 


16lann Mellard material, October 16, 1969. 


South Carolina: The Reprint Company, Publishers, 1983) (Reprinted 
from an 1893 edition). p. 175. 


162anson West, History of Methodism in Alabama (Spartanburg, 


163shadrach Mims, History of Autauga County, 1885. Photocopy 
of two pages (not numbered) furnished to the author by Elizabeth 
J. (Mrs. Harry G.) Collins, February 12, 1983. 


164Furnished to the author by Elizabeth J. (Mrs. Harry G.) 
Collins, February 12, 1983. Extracted by Mrs. Collins from 
Shadrach Mims, History of Autauga County. 

165 pid. 

166Tphid. 


167West, Op. cit., p. 178. 
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168yoore, Sp. Git., Pp. 178. 
169%West, loc. cit. 
170tpia. 


171 Marilyn D. Hahn, Old Cahaba Land Office Record and Mili- 


tary Warrants (1817-1853) (Mobile: Old South Printing and Pub- 
lishing Co., 1981), pp. 20, 53, 65. 


172yims, op. cit. 


173Prom a Livingston, Alabama, Methodist Church bulletin 
c1953 furnished by Ann Mellard to the author, November, 1981. 
Interestingly, Rev. Francis Aquilla Rogers, a cousin of IRA 
PIERCE ROGERS, later served this church as pastor and he retired 
to this town. Rev. William Howie, a great-grandfather of the 
wife of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, also served this church as pastor. 


174Nelle Morris Jenkins, "Orphans Record Book of Sumter Coun- 
ty" (Book 7, p. 909) Pioneer Families of Sumter County, Alabama 
(Tuscaloosa: Willo Publishing Co., 1961), p. 172. Photocopy 
furnished by Ann Mellard to the author. 

175Moseley, January 5, 1973. 

176voseley-Mellard material. 


177 Jenkins, loc. cit. 


178ann Mellard material, December, 1983, citing Bible record 
of Shadrach Mims furnished by Mrs. Bess Tracy. 





Books, 1951, pp. 95-96, furnished to the author by Fredna E. 
Erickson, October, 1985. 


180Moore, Op. @it., Ppp. 85, 18. 
181lyins, Ops Cit., p. B40. 


182 Rob Harrell, "King of Covered Bridges," Atlanta Weekly, 
October 7, 1984, p. 33. 


183yammond, loc. cit. 


184From a photograph furnished by Fredna E. Erickson, Octo- 
ber, 1985. 


185yoore, loc. cit. 
186ann Mellard material, 1983. 


sik: 
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Ann Mellard material, December, 1983. 


aw 
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West, op. cit., p. 184. 


~ 
So 


-20nnn Mellard material, December, 1983. 


-“-Letter from the son of Shadrach Mims, Jr. to the daughter 
2= David Mims (n.d., n.p.), copy furnished to the author by Ann 
Mellard, January 23, 1983. This may have been Timothy C. Rogers 
from Georgia who, according to Shadrach Mims, "Moved not far from 
Aberdeen, Mississippi." The oldest son of Timothy Rogers, Manon 

ger 


Ro Ss, became a prominent lawyer. (Mims, "History of Autauga 
County.") 
Sri a. 





193 Furnished to the author by Irene (Mrs. Harry E.) Bauder, 
citing James A. Ayres, November 13, 1983. 


194ann Mellard material, 1983. 
195Moore, Oop. Git., p. 6. 


196Thid., 7. 


bp: 


197thid., p. 8. 


198yims, op. Git. 


199Vest, Op. Glt., DP. 184. 


200vims, Of. cit., pe 241. 


20ltbid., p. 
202Thid., Dp. 


203 tphid., Be 


264. 


260. 


263. 


2047bid. 
205yvoore, Gp. Git., p. 5, 
206West, op. cit., p. 645. 


207Mimns, Gp. @1t. 





208Furnished to the author by Irene A. (Mrs. Harry E.) 
Bauder, citing Daniel A. Gray, Autauga County, The First Hundred 
Years 1818-1918 (1972), November, 1982. 





209°vims, op. cit. 


210Moore, Gp. Git., p.« 3. 
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2llpauder, loc. cit. 
212ann Mellard material, 1983. 
213Bauder, Loc. cit. 
214ann Mellard material, 1983. 
215pauder, loc. cit. 


216ann Mellard material, compiled by M.E. Sorley, and fur- 
nished to the author, 1983. 


217,etter from the son of Shadrach Mims, Jr. to the daughter 
of David Mims, (N.D., n.p.), copy furnished to the author by Ann 
Mellard, January 23, 1983. 

218Moore, Op. ott.;, ps 2s 


219Tphid., p. 4. 


220Tpid. 

221 tpia. 

222 Thid. 

223 Tpid. 
224Thid., p. 5. 
225Tbid., p. 6. 
226Tbid., p. 31. 
227Tbid., p. 75. 
228tbid., p. 68. 
229Tbid., p. 24. 
230Tbid., p. 68. 
23ltpid., p. 19. 
232tphid., p. 53. 
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the seven inscriptions listed below were the only remaining 
tombstones." 





"Today, 1980, only Elisha’s monument remains." 


"Copied and collected by Evelyn M. Hughes." 


254 


Sacred to the Memory of Celia Shingler, Consort of 
ELISHA MELLARD James Simon Shingler and dau 
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and departed this life March 4, 1789 
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A native of South Carolina 
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St. James Goose Creek Parish. Celia and James Shingler 

He died a member of the Methodist May 13, 1812 


Church in lively hope of a glorious Sept. 9, 1812 
immortality 
Elisha Mellard Shingler, 
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son of Celia and James Shingler Shingler 
July 15, 1821 May 22, 1813." 


Sept 4, 1821 
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i nt hh tk im | 


| mm | 







mm = 






263 


PART III. THE FIRST MARRIAGE (1878-1902) 


506according to Jayne Rogers, "It seems that Francis gave all 
his children land around him." Furnished by Jayne Rogers to 
Barbara Rogers Robbins, April 22, 1973. Miss Rogers quotes the 
1880 Census of Ashley County, Arkansas, as showing that IRA P. 
ROGERS and his wife lived next door to Francis and Nancy Rogers 
and that William Rogers and his wife lived close by. However, an 
inspection of a reproduction of the 1880 Census shows IRA ROGERS 
and his wife Alice in house 198 with Francis and Nancy Rogers, 
his parents. 





507ynattributed material in this part is based on information 
that IRA PIERCE ROGERS gave to various relatives from time to 
time. 

508ttem in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 

509T etter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. This and 
other letters are presented with minor editing, including the 
insertion of punctuation and capitalization. 

510Ttem in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


51lcolipping in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. Source 
and date unknown. 


512Frurnished by Mary (Mrs. John) McCrory of DeQueen, Arkan- 
sas, to the author, November 4, 1981. 


513 G00dspeed Publishing Company, op. cit., op. 217. 


= 


514tpid. 


515 Retty McCommas, ed., The History of Sevier County and Her 
People (1803-1936). (Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing Company, 
1980), p. 192. 





5l6thid., p. 197. 


517From a clipping in the possession of Barbara Rogers Rob- 
bins. 


518retter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 
519Ttem in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 
520retters in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


52lpaptismal certificates in possession of Barbara Rogers 
Robbins. 


522cravestone information collected by Barbara Rogers Rob- 
bins. 
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5235 .A. Sage, obituary, Arkansas Methodist, June 2, 1897, p. 
15, cols. 1-2. 


524statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, C1952. 


525rpid. 

526Tpid. 

527Pirst Methodist Church of DeQueen, Arkansas. Mimeographed 
sheet of early local church history produced in connection with 
the celebration of the 100th birthday of IRA PIERCE ROGERS, July, 


1957. Item in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


528 probably should be June 6, 1897, as June 5, 1897, waS on a 
Saturday. 


529Pirst Methodist Church of DeQueen, Arkansas, loc. cit. 

530mccommas, op. cit., p. 199. "Mr. and Mrs. IRA P. ROGERS" 
are also included in this list, but IRA P. ROGERS was not married 
at the time. It probably means that not only was IRA P. ROGERS a 


charter member, but his future wife, then Miss Florence Hudson, 
was also a charter member. 


53lstatement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, C1952. 


532mMrs. W.H. Thomas, "History of Women’s Work in DeQueen, 
Arkansas Methodist Church," Mimeographed. NePe,y Md. (C1951). 
Item in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 

SSS yd. 

534mccommas, op. cit., p. 199. 


535statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, C1952. 


536tpid. 


537see the author’s biography of William Henry Rogers for 
additional information. 


538thomas, loc. cit. 
33° Tpid. 
5401etter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


541thomas, loc. cit. 
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PART IV. THE MATURE YEARS (1902-1958) 


5420n p. 44, the distance of two and one-half miles is given. 

543Mccommas, op. cit., Pp. 251. 

S447bid., p. 49. 

545 centennial History of Arkansas Methodism, 1815-1935. Pho- 
tocopy of pp. 280-281 furnished to the author by Ann Mellard, 
February, 1983. 

546opituary of Florence Hudson Rogers. Clipping in pos- 
session of Barbara Rogers Robbins, probably from the DeQueen Bee, 
cAugust 31, 1951. 

547 c = 

McCommas, op. cit., pp. 194-195. 

548 centennial History.<«., 100. Git. 


5497Hid., p. 49. See DeQueen Bee of October 22, 1936, for 
"daughter’s account." 


550retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July, 
7, 1904. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


551statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


552retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
7, 1904. 


553retter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, July 28, 
1907. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


554retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
28, 1907. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


555centennial Higtery..., Lot. eit. 

556opituary, Arkansas Gazette, January 31, 1984. 
557opituary of Florence Hudson Rogers. 
558mccommas, op. Git., BP. 225. 


*59retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
7, 1904. 


560retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
28, 1907. 
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56lstatement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


562;etter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, July 7, 
1904. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


563retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
7, 1904. 


564 Tbid. 


565retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Wesley Rogers, July 
17, 1904. 


566retter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, July 17, 
1904. 


567retter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, July 22, 
1904? Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


568see the author’s biography of Richard Francis Rogers for 
additional information. 


569From an undated clipping from the DeQueen Bee in the 
possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. Framed diploma also in 
possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


570mMccommas, op. cit., pp. 226-227. 


571statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


5721etter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, July 14, 
1907. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


573,etters from IRA PIERCE ROGERS and Florence Hudson Rogers 
to Wesley Rogers, July 28, 1907. Letters in possession of Bar- 
bara Rogers Robbins. 


574postcard from Ella Rogers to Mrs. IRA PIERCE ROGERS, 
August 3, 1907. Post card in possession of Barbara Rogers Rob- 
bins. 


575retter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, September 
15, 1907. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


576statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


577Letter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, December, 
1908. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


578statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 
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?Sandrew Cleveland Rogers Bible gives Ira Rogers as a wit- 


ness. Copy furnished to the author by Dorothy Rogers Keith, 
February, 1986. 


580see the author’s biography of Anthony Jenkins Rogers for 
additional information. 


581lstatement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, c1952. 


582see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


583teaching license in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


5847etter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, October 
31, 1915. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


585retter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Wesley Rogers, November 
13, 1915. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


586pallots in possession of the author. 


587see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


588see the author’s biography of Frank Rogers for additional 
information. 


589see the author’s biography of Anthony Jenkins Rogers for 
additional information. 


590nequeen, Arkansas, Bee, p. 1. Reprinted in facsimile in 
the 50th Anniversary Edition of the Bee, 1947. Item in pos- 
session of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


59lsee the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


592tbHid. 


593see the author’s biography of William Henry Rogers for 
additional information. 


594From a clipping in the possession of Barbara Rogers Rob- 
bins. 


595see the author’s biography of Stephen Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


5961etter from IRA PIERCE ROGERS to Barbara Rogers, September 
30, 1934. Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


597see the author’s biography of Ira James "Buck" Rogers for 
additional information. 
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598retter from Florence Hudson Rogers to Barbara Rogers, 1935 
(cFebruary 1). Letter in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


599see the author’s biography of Ira James "Buck" Rogers for 
additional information. 


600From an item in the possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


60lsee the author’s biography of Anthony Jenkins Rogers for 
additional information. 


602see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers for 
additional information. 


603see the author’s biography of Francis Rogers for 
additional information. 


604Ttem in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


605see the author’s biography of Anthony Jenkins Rogers for 
additional information. 


606statement by IRA PIERCE ROGERS in personal interview with 
the author, DeQueen, Arkansas, cl1952. 


607See the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers, Jr. for 
additional information. 


608see the author’s biography of Anthony Jenkins Rogers for 
additional information. 


609see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers, Jr. for 
additional information. 


610retter in possession of Jayne Rogers. 


611lFrom an undated clipping in the possession of Barbara 
Rogers Robbins. 


612From a clipping (probably August 31, 1951) from the 
DeQueen Bee in the possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


613see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers, Jr. for 
additional information. 


614see the author’s biography of Ira James "Buck" Rogers for 
additional information. 


615see the author’s biography of James Wesley Rogers, Jr. for 
additional information. 


616mext of statement in possession of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 


617thid. 
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BEEBE RBREREEERSRERSRERREREE 


618 anthony Jenkins Rogers outlived his father by only a few 
days. He died on April 7, 1958. Both Frank Rogers and Ella 
Rogers died in 1969, he on January 10 in Texarkana, Arkansas, and 
she on February 3 in Hope, Arkansas. Ella Rogers was buried in 
the Chapel Hill Cemetery in Sevier County, Arkansas. 


619From a clipping (probably very early April, 1958, from 
either the DeQueen Bee or DeQueen Daily Citizen) in the pos- 
session of Barbara Rogers Robbins. 
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